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adorned with ribbons. We find in Olaus Magnus, that the north-
ern nations danced with brass bells about their knees, and such
we have upon several of these figures, who may perhaps be the
original English performers in a May-game before the introduction of
the real Morris dance. However this may be, the window exhibits
a favourite diversion of our ancestors in all its principal parts.
I shall endeavour to explain some of the characters, and in com-
pliment to the lady I will begin the description with the front
rank, in which she is stationecL I am fortunate enough to have
Mr. Steevens think with me, that figure 1 may be designed for
the Bavian fool, or the fool with the slabbering bib, as Bavon, in
Cotgrave's French Dictionary, means a bib for a slabbering child;
and this figure has such a bib, and a childish simplicity in his
countenance. Mr. Steevens refers to a passage in Beaumont and
Fletcher's play of The Two Noble Kinsmen, by which it appears
that the Bavian in the Morris dance was a tumbler, and mimicked
the barking of a dog. I apprehend that several of the Morris
dancers on my window tumbled occasionally, and exerted the
chief feat of their activity, when they were aside the May-pole ;
and I apprehend that jigs, hornpipes, and the hay, were their chief
dances.

It will certainly be tedious to describe the colours of the
dresses, but the task is attempted upon an intimation, that it might
not be altogether unacceptable. The Bavian's cap is red, faced
with yellow, his bib yellow, his doublet blue, his hose red, and
his shoes black.

Figure 2 is the celebrated Maid Marian, who, as queen of May,
has a golden crown on her head, and in her left hand a flower, as
the emblem of summer. The flower seems designed for a red
pink, but the pointals are omitted by the engraver, who copied
from a drawing with the like mistake. Olaus Magnus mentions
the artificial raising of flowers for the celebration of May-day; and
the supposition of the like practice * here will account for the
queen of May having in her hand any particular flower before the
.season of its natural production in this climate. Her vesture was
once fashionable in the highest degree. It was anciently the cus-
tom for maiden ladies to wear their hair t dishevelled at their co-

with weapons in their hands going round in a ring, capering skil-
.fully, shaking their weapons after the manner of the Morris, with
divers actions of meeting," &c. " Others hanging Morris bells
upon their ankles."

* Markham's translation of Heresbatch's Husbandry, 1631, ob-
serves, " that gilliflowers, set in pots and carried into vaults or
cellars, have flowered all the winter long, through the warmness
of the place."
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